"We need a winter in our lives
a time of rest, a time to stand still
a time to reacquaint ourselves
with the faith in which we live.

It is only then that we can draw strength
from the one in whom we are rooted
take time to grow and rise through the darkness
into the warm glow of your springtime
to blossom and flourish
bring colour and vitality into this world
your garden.

Thank you Father
for the seasons of our lives."

In our Gospel today, Saint Joseph is at first somewhat
hesitant and unsure about how to deal with the news that
Mary will become the mother of Jesus. What is interesting
is that Joseph allows time to discern the situation and does
not rush into making a decision. When the angel speaks to
him, he shows his faith and trust in God and has the
courage to follow God’s providence in his life. This story
from St Matthew is told very much from the perspective of
St Joseph. There is a great understanding of the situation
that he found himself in and how he was able to respond to
God’s call. St Joseph allow shows great compassion and
understanding for Mary in this story and kept the promise
he made that they would become husband and wife. God
can sometimes have unexpected requests for us as well.
And, if this arises, like Saint Joseph we should allow time
for prayer and reflection before deciding how to proceed.
In the church of our times, lay people will most certainly
play an increasingly important role. Father Kieran
O’Mahony writes about today’s Gospel: “In a culture where
God is, apparently, absent, it may sound strange to hear
words such as “Do not be afraid” and “God is with us.” Such
assurances are at the heart our biblical faith from start to
finish. Everyone who is anyone in the Bible is told not to be
afraid”. 1 know that for many of you this Christmas may be
tinged with sadness as you remember a loved one who has
gone home to God especially in the past year. You may
look back on past Christmas’s when a relatives or friends
who joined you around the Christmas table are not with us
today perhaps because they may have moved abroad.
While Zoom or Facetime are fantastic, it is not the same as
having someone present. Whatever our circumstances this
Christmas, | hope that you will have some time to rest and
reflect on God’s mercy, forgiveness and love. And, in
particular, the gift of his son Jesus to us at this very special
time of the year. If you have time, it’s a lovely tradition to
visit the crib and perhaps say a Christmas anticipation
prayer like this one: “Hail and Blessed be the hour and
moment when the Son of God was born to the most pure
Virgin Mary at midnight in the stable at Bethlehem in the
piercing cold. In that same hour and moment, vouchsafe, O

my God, to hear my prayer and grant my request. Amen.”
It is an invitation that we all might consider if we have got
out of the habit of coming to mass in person. Our second
reading ends with the words: “May God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace.” | cannot think of a
better prayer for us all as we approach the Feast of
Christmas on Thursday. Deacon Gerard

COLLECTIONS
Weekend of 14th December
Common Fund - €1125 : Share €960
Sincere thanks for your support

“COME HEAVENLY
LIGHT
Night of Music, Prayer
and, Reflection; for
Advent ond, Chwistmas.,
St. Avvne’s Chuwrchv , Portmarnock
Sunday, 21% December at 7.00p. .

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
Martha Walshe, Elner Court
Rosaleen Burke, Mt Drinan Ave, Swords
Denis Ryan, Carrick Court
Tom McCarville, Suncroft Ave

Saturday 20" December — 6.30pm
Brian Higgins, [A]; Ailish Kenny,[RD].

Sunday 21°t December — 10.30a.m.

Annette Lowry,[Bth Rem]; Bridget Gorey, [A];

Denis, Eilish & Michael McCarthy,[A], Imelda Cunnane, [A];
Orla Ryan, [22" A]; Ward Family; Thomas Ryan,[A];
Patrick & Kathleen Toft,[A]; Cecily Webberley,[A];

John & Anne Kelehan,[A]; Thomas Ryan,[A];

Sheila Guerin,[RD - sister of Angela Lawton, Woodlands]
12 noon

Brian Higgins,[A]; Donal Crowley, [1%* A];

Teresa McGrath,[Get Well]; John, Farrell,[14% A];

Maura Farrell,[10*" A]; Paul Farrell,[8t" A];

Denis, Eilish & Michael McCarthy,

Noel Reynolds,[A]; Christina Reynolds, [A];

Joe Cuddy,[5" A]; Ernie Frazer,[A]; Nuala O’Leary, [5t" A];
Michael Ignatius Dunne,[A]; Sean Doyle, [3rd A];

Noel Proctor, [A]; Michael & Elizabeth Hyde,[A];

Barbara O’Farrell,[A]; Tim Toales,[Rem];

Albert, Matt, Joe, Mona, Jason Connolly,[A];

Noel Kealy, Julie Thompson,[A]; Maureen & Patrick
Fenelon,[A]; Patricia Killeen,[A]; Brian Fenelon,[A];
Christopher Fitzpatrick, [A];

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE FOR PARISH
GROUPING OF

MALAKIDE, YELLOW WALLS, KINSEALY AND
PORTMARNOCK

WEDNESDAY 24™ DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE
Morning Mass times

St. Sylvester’s Malahide 10:00am
St. Anne’s Portmarnock 10.00am
Yellow Walls 9.30am

Evening Mass times
St. Sylvester’s Malahide 4.00pm, 7.00pm, 9.00pm
St. Anne’s Portmarnock 4.00pm; 6.00pm; 8.00pm

Kinsealy Carol Service 7.30pm
Mass at 8.00pm
Yellow Walls 5.00pm, 7.00pm; 9.00pm

THURSDAY 25™ DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY
St. Sylvester’s Malahide 8.30am, 10.00am,

St. Anne’s Portmarnock 10.30am and 12.00noon
Kinsealy 10.00a.m.
Yellow Walls 10.00am and 12.00noon

FRIDAY 26" December — ST. STEPHENS’ DAY
MASS FOR PARISH GROUPING IN
ST. SYLVESTER’S CHURCH, MALAHIDE AT 11.00AM

ST SYLVESTER’S MALAHIDE

Saturday 27" December, Monday 29" December,
Tuesday 30" December, Wednesday 31 December,
Friday 2" January and Saturday 3™ January 2026
Mass will be celebrated at 11.00am in St. Sylvester’s
Church.

ST. ANNE’S PORTMARNOCK

Mass will be celebrated on

Saturday, 27" December 6.30pm

Sunday, 28" December 10.30a.m. & 12 noon

No Mass in St Anne’s Portmarnock from Monday, 29*
December — Friday, 2nd January 2026, incl.

Saturday, 3™ January Mass 6.30p.m.

Sunday, 4*" January Mass 10.30a.m. & 12.00 noon
Monday, 5" January Mass at 10.00a.m.

Tuesday, 6" January -

Feast of the Epiphany, Mass 10.00a.m. and
Wednesday, 7", Thursday, 8" January,

Friday, 9*" January, Mass at 10.00a.m.

YELLOW WALLS
Wednesday 31 December 4.30pm Ceremony of Light

THURSDAY 15" JANUARY 2026 - NEW YEAR’S DAY
MASS FOR PARISH GROUPING IN
YELLOW WALLS AT 11.00AM

YELLOW WALLS
No Mass from the 7" — 9" January 2026 incl.
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Ano-Deoise Acha Cuach
Archdi@®‘'cese of Dublin

AIFRINND NOLLAS | NSA€ILEE
SAN ARD-DeEeOolIse, 2025
CHRISTMAS MASSES IN IRISH

IN THE ARCHDIOCESE, 2025
DEARDAOIN, LA NOLLAS
AlFRINN NA MAIDINnE *
THURSDAY 25th, CHRISTMAS DAY
sa Cuaisceanc:

9 am Domhnach Cearna

(le canuil 6 8.45 am)
churchmedia.tv/our-lady-of-consolation

9 30 am Slas Naion
glasnevinparish.ie/mass-times/webcam-our-
ladv-of-dolours/

10 am Baile Daill

churchmedia.tv/st-peter-st-paul

1T am Draighnean (Soro)

san lanoheisceanc:
9 am Cluamn Dolcam
clondalkinparish.com/?page id=1461

9 30 am Baile an ctSaomr
mcn.live/Camera/st-john-the -evangelist-church
ballinteer

san Ommovhersceanc:

9 am Bré, Naomh Peavanr
churchservices.tv/bravyvstpeters

Ascaill Choill na bhFea
(Raghnallach)
beechwoodparish.com/webcam/

10 30 am DGn Laoghaire

e
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9 30 am

Bionn ceol de ghnath ag na hAifrinn seo ach
ni Nés seanmdir Gaeilge i gcénai. I gcupla cas
bionn an téacs datheangach. Ar n-aiféal, leis,
nach mbeidh Aifreann na Gine againn Oiche
Nollag i mbliana ni fhéadfai séipeéal a fhail doé.

CROSSCARE CHRISTMAS
FOOD POVERTY APPEAL

Please support our 2025 Christmas Food Poverty
Appeal. Your donation — big or small — will help provide
food, stability, and a pathway toward independence
for those who need it most. Donate

at www.crosscare.ie or call 01 8360011.

This December, a group of
students, parents, and staff will be
participating in our annual Sleep-
Out for the Homeless to raise
awareness and funds for
homelessness in Ireland. Over two
HOMELESS nights, they wi!l sIeep on'the
streets of Dublin to highlight the
;‘é’:ﬁ’;;"::?o"";a::{.:} Eﬁ challenges faced by those without
a safe place to call home, while
raising vital funds for our partner charities: Focus Ireland and
the Jesuit Refugee Service. Further information:
sleepout@belvederecollege.ie
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ANNUAL
SLEEP-OUT

FOR THE

PARISH OFFICE / PARISH CENTRE

The Parish Office will close on the 23rd December
and re-open on Monday 5% January 2026

The Parish Centre is closed and will re-open

on the 12th January 2026

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166



http://www.crosscare.ie/
mailto:sleepout@belvederecollege.ie

