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“The message of Advent
doesn’t fit neatly into a
soundbite or vignette.
It’s too complex, too
deep, to compete with
glitter and noise; and it’s
a hard sell in a culture
that would rather skip straight to the big finish. But
Advent is too important to be forgotten, because it
is this season that prepares us to encounter our
Lord.” Our Gospel today has a strong Advent theme
where John the Baptist asks for a conversion of our
hearts and also of the way that we live our lives.
Today we light the second candle on our Advent
wreath a sign that the light and hope of Christmas
draws ever nearer tous. He tells us: “I baptise you
in water for repentance, but the one who follows me
is more powerful than | am, and | am not fit to carry
his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.” It's a Gospel that | often read at Baptisms
as | think it’s a real call to mission and to ministry for
us all. Each of us has a very important part to playin
the great story of salvation which we may not fully
appreciate in this life. The message of Isaiah in our
First Reading is most certainly one of hope. People
of faith waited many centuries for the coming of the
Messiah. There was a long period of expectation
before the birth of our Saviour. In this reading, we
are told “A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse...on
him the Spirit of the Lord rests.” God is true to his
promises and Jesus was born at the appointed time.
The Church gives us the Season of Advent at a very
busy time of the year when we have a lot of things to
do. We are run off our feet buying presents,
shopping, meeting friends and attending Christmas
events. Advent is calling us then to reach out to
others. Perhaps that may be to people who have
become lost on their journey of faith, the lonely, the
bereaved and those who find life challenging for
different reasons. The light of Advent, which is
symbolised by the candles on our Advent wreath,
gives us hope at this time of the year as the evenings
get shorter. It's a good reason to get out and about
in the middle of the day if we can. The Advent
wreath reminds us that God is always present in our
darkness and that his loving presence never leaves
us. In less than a month, from December 22" the
days will gradually get longer again as the low light
of the coming Spring begins to extend slowly. The
scripture scholar, Father Kieran O’'Mahony describes
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Advent well when he says: “the Advent call is to wake
up from our slumbers. Metanoia (conversion or
repentance) means a whole change of mindset,
going right down to the roots of our being. It’s the
only project. Of course, it takes time, but the time is
now”. As we begin the last month of the year, let us
give thanks to God for all the graces and blessings
that we have received and to ask for his assistance as
we move forward on our Christian pilgrimage during
this Season of Advent. Deacon Gerard

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Monday, 8" December 2025
Mass will be celebrated in St. Anne’s Church,
Portmarnock at
10.00a.m. and 7.30p.m.

ANNUAL SPECIAL COLLECTION
(St: Anne’s Conference; Portmarnock.)
This Special Collection will
take place on
' : Saturday 6th Dec. (6.30 pm

of St Vincent de Pou NN

Sunday 7" December (10.30 am & 12 noon
Masses). This community has always been very
supportive of our work, for which we are most grateful.
We ask you to be as generous again this year, please. This
will help us support the many needy households who
request our assistance at this time and throughout the
year. Their need can be especially acute at Christmas time,
when many face impossible choices. In addition to the
church collection, blue take-away SVP donation
envelopes are available in the porches of the church.
Also, donations can be made by phone or on the website.
If using website (wWwww.svp.ie), please enter ‘St Anne’s,
Portmarnock’ in the ‘Specific Location to Help’ field.

If using SVP phone -tel. no: 0818-176176 and please state
that your donation is for St. Anne’s, Portmarnock.

COLLECTIONS
Weekend of 30th November
Common Fund - €1,440 and Share - €1,045
Sincere thanks for your support

KINSEALY PARISH
NEW CONTACT DETAILS

Fr. Des Doyle, Phone no is 01-8447283 :
Contact email address is:

stsylvesters@malahideparish.ie

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166
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WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS

Nicky Kennedy, Ardilaun
Gerry Corry, Martello Court
Shay D’Arcy, Burrow Court

Saturday 6" December — 6.30pm

Mary Smith,[Month’s Mind]

Daithi Terry, [Bth Rem]; Eneas McNulty,[4" A];
John McNamara, [A]; Mary Connell,[A].

Sunday 7" December — 10.30a.m.

Tracey Byrne O’Brien, and baby Cameron,[A]
Nana & Grandad Byrne, Nana & Grandad Denny;
Sean & Colette McConnell,[A].

12 noon

George & Sarah Faulkney,[A]; Carmel
McLoughlin,[10%" A]; Patsy & Mary Haran,[A];
Mary Ann Byrne,[A]; Bridget Farrell,[A];

Bella & Noel Fogarty, [A]; Jim O’Carroll, [6t A];
Edward William O’Neill,[A]; Elizabeth Egan,[A];
Margaret & James Connor,[A];

A Little Lifetime Foundatian,_ .
invites you to a heartfelt séry
of remembrance to honour all th

babies who have died. ”~

Date : December 7
Location: St Nicolas of Myra
Thurch, Dublin 8 ==
Time: 7pm

The service will include, candie
lighting. prayers., and beautiful
music by the Garda Male Choir

All are welcome to join us for';
this special evening of love., ligh
and reflection

SUNDAY, 7" DECEMBER

at7:30 PM
in St. Anne's Church,
Portmarnock

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Novena Mass Cards,[€3 each]
Christmas Mass Bouquets [€10]
Christmas Cards, [Pkt of 6, €4
Are available at the

‘ Parish Office

“COME HEAVENLY
LIGHT
Night of Music;
Prayer and
Reflection,; for
Advent and
Christmas:

St. Anne’y Chuwrchy, Portimawrnock;
Swnday, 21% December at 7.00p.wu

Portmamock/Beaumont Prayer Groups
Invite you to our

Advent/Carol Service
Venue: Portmarock Parish Centre

Date/ Time: Wednesday 10% Dec

at7-30pm
All are welcome

The Relics of St Thérése & Her Parents

St Louis & St Zelie Martin
&
Exhibition on the Life of Thérése & The Martin Family

The Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Mourne Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, D12 CF5X

Saturday 6" December:
10:00am: Mass with Veneration till 3pm
3:00pm:  Talk on the life of St Thérése - Fr Michael McGolderick OCD
3.30pm: Veneration continues till 6.30pm
6.30pm: Mass with Veneration till 8pm

Exhibition will take place after 10am Mass until 8pm

Sunday 7" December:

10:00am:  Mass with Veneration till 12pm
12:00pm:  Mass with Veneration till 2pm

Exhibition will take place after 10am Mass until 2pm

Monday 8" December: Feast of the Immaculate Conception

10:00am: Mass with Veneration till 12pm

For further information please contact: St Thérése Relics - The Sweeney Family
Phone: 085 8887549

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166




