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ST BRIGID’S DAY
Sunday 1% Februauwy 2026

CANDLEMAS DAY & the
FEAST OF THE
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
Monday, 2% Februoawy 2026

As is customary, candles for use in the liturgy will be
blessed during Mass. If would you like candles to be
blessed for use in your home please bring them for

Blessing to the Church before Mass.
Mass will be celebrated at 11.00a.m. in St. Anne’s

In today’s Gospel from Saint Matthew, Jesus gives us
some very important advice. The Beatitudes have
been described as a template for Christian living or as
a picture of what Jesus himself was like as a person.
They are part of the Sermon on the Mount is the first
of five great discourses in Matthew’s Gospel. They
are also found in the Gospel of Saint Luke (Luke 6:20-
26). They go to the very centre of our lives as
Christians and invite us to follow a way of life that
may not always come naturally to us. We may reflect
on the Beatitudes if we have time in the coming week
and see what God may be saying to us. In the
Beatitudes, Jesus said “Blessed are the pure in heart,
they shall see God”. It’s the people whose hearts are
turned towards God that he especially appreciates.
The blessings in the Beatitudes are primarily future
blessings but there can be an anticipation of the
blessings in the present. They turn the expectations
of our current society on their head and tell us that it
is the meek, the merciful, the gentle and the pure in
heart who are most pleasing to God. As Saint Bernard,
said “the merciful reach out to others in compassion
and identify with them in love.” The Beatitudes also
reveal that those who mourn will be comforted. The
words or the Beatitudes which refer to those who
“hunger and thirst for what is right” well describe
people who work for diligently and persistently for
social justice in our community. The Beatitudes have
been described as a charter for Christian living. It
appears to be counter cultural in our world today as
they turn many of today’s values on their head. They
go to the very centre of our lives as Christians and
invite us to follow a way of life that may not come
naturally to us. However, the very words that Jesus
uses here “gentle”, “merciful”, “pure in heart”,
“peacemaker”. Jesus also challenges us by referring
to those who “hunger and thirst for what is right”. An
acknowledgment, perhaps, that we are sometimes
called to look outside of our families and homes to

bring the Christian message to those in most need
wherever we may encounter them, especially during
the winter months. Archbishop Farrell recently spoke
about the challenge of making a convincing case for
the catholic faith, a life of virtue and a just society. He
said that the person of faith reads the world through
the lens of the Word of God. Reading the Beatitudes
today provides us with such a lens. It allows us to see
the message of the gospel through the eyes of faith.
They challenge us to bring out the very best of
ourselves. Today February 1% is the first day of our
Celtic Springtime. We have a Bank Holiday tomorrow
to celebrate St Brigid’s Day. We are already beginning
to see the first signs of the season as the new flowers
are starting to appear in our parks and gardens
despite the very wet weather. As the song says: “I've
always loved springtime, the passing of winter. The
green of the new leaves and life going on”. We pray
as well for a new Springtime in our Church. May the
coming months be a time of new life and hope in our
church as we continue to find new ways to minister
together and share the Good News of the Gospel with
those who most need to hear it. Deacon Gerard

WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER FOR
CONSECRATED LIFE
Is celebrated on the
2nd, February which is also
the feast of the
Presentation of the Lord.
Celebration of this day of
prayeris to allow parishes to highlight the gift of
religious life and pray for those discerning a religious
vocation. St.John Paul Il established the World Day
of Prayer for Consecrated Lifein 1997 to be
celebrated in conjunction with the feast of
the Presentation of the Lord, also known as which
highlights the fact that Christ is the light of the world

through the symbolic lighting of candles.

WORLD DAY F

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

We pray for those who have dedicated their lives to
God through consecrated life, especially those in our
diocese: that they may be renewed in joy and
faithfulness and continue to witness to the
Beatitudes through lives of prayer and service. We
pray for vocations to the priesthood and
religious life that young people may be drawn to
lives of mercy, justice, and peace, and respond
generously to God’s call.

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM
MASS, AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST.
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WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased
Catherine O’Reilly, Burrow Court
Canon John Piert, former PP Sutton
Canon Patrick Fagan, former PP The Naul
Sean Maguire, formerly Ardilaun
Mary Garrity, Station Road

Saturday 31% January 6.30p.m.
Kathleen White,[1%t A]; Jeremy Glennon,[2" A];
David Kelly,[2" A]; Jack & Hannah Murray,[A].

Sunday, 1°* February 10.30a.m.

Eileen, Joe & Catherine Evans,[A];
Michael O’Broin,[A]; Fee Family,[Rem]
12 Noon

Jeanne Sheils,[3™ A]; Peter Duggan,[A]
Eileen, Brian and Charlie O’Farrell,[A]
Hanahoe & Fitzmaurice Families,[Rem]

CELEBRATION
OF THE SACRAMENTS 2026

We send a gentle reminder to Parents of children
attending St. Marnock’s and St. Helen’s Junior and
Senior Schools, who are receiving the Sacrament of
First Holy Communion and Confirmation in April and
May, to complete the registration of their children
for the Sacraments of their child on the Parish
Website. The form is located on the front page of
the Website at www.portmarnockparish.ie

COLLECTIONS
Sunday, 25t January
Common Fund € 1553
Share €1030

Sincere thanks for your support

PARENTS TEENAGERS COURSE
St. Sylvester’sy Malahide

Meeting your teenager’s needs
Setting clear boundaries
Developing emotional health

e Helping your teenager make good choices
Welcoming parents/carers of teenagers aged 11-18
years. A supportive space (max 10 places) for
equipping parents to build healthy relationships with
their teenager.

10 Week Course - [1 hour a week with break for Easter]
Starts Thursday 19*" February 2026
7.3.0p.m. -8.30p.m.

Venue: St. Sylvester’s Pastoral Centre

(beside the Church) Main Street, Malahide

For further information or to book a place:
Contact Lorraine at

Parenting.StSylvester@gmail.com

Opening of Shrine of
St. Cawlo-Acutis & Visit
of First Class Relic to-
St. Sylvester’sy Chwurchy,
Malahide
5%.9% February 2026

We are delighted to announce that there will be a St.
Carlo Acutis Shrine in Sylvester's church Malahide.
To celebrate the opening of St Carlo’s Shrine, there
will be five days of events (5th to 9th February),
including Adoration, prayer services, presentations
about St. Carlo and his holiness, and many
opportunities to be Blessed by St. Carlo's First-Class
Relic. For further details, please visit St. Sylvester’s
website, and also the schedule of events leaflets
will be available at the back of the church.

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS

The Folk Group would welcome Guitar
and keyboard musicians to join. The
Folk Group lead the liturgy at Sunday
Family Mass. New members would be
welcome. Contact John c/o the Parish
Office

. . Are yow interested
" Irish Guide Dogs ;1. volunteering
i for the blind with Irish Guide
Dogs?

The Portmarnock-Malahide branch of IGDB will hold its
AGM on Wednesday, 11*" February, at the Sands Hotel,
Portmarnock. All are welcome to attend. Tea and coffee
will be served. The meeting will start at 7.30 pm and will
finish by 9 pm. Committee members will outline the
branch&#39;s work over the past year and set out

plans for 2026. New volunteers are both welcome and
needed; there is no minimum time commitment. If you
can give even a few hours to support fundraising or
other branch activities throughout the year, we would
be delighted to have you on board. To contact the local
branch, please email:
Portmarnockmalahide@guidedogs.ie

For additional information on the work of the Irish Guide
Dogs, for visually impaired

people and children with Autism please visit our
website: https://www.guidedogs.ie
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