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“Look, there is the 
Lamb of God” 

The opening line of 
today’s Gospel has 
found its way into the 
prayers of our mass 
which we say not once 
or twice but three 
times every time mass 

is celebrated.  We say: “Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world have mercy on us, Lamb of God to take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us, Lamb of God you 
take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.” 

Sometimes people say that in our busy, modern world that 
we over complicate things.  That we over think and make 
things more difficult or challenging than in fact they are.  But 
here we have an example of the exact opposite.  John the 
Baptist tells us very simply that Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
takes away our sins.  What a wonderful moment of 
revelation.  What an amazing insight.  It’s all we never really 
need to hear.  Jesus forgives us and we should do the same 
for others.  This is the first thing that John the Baptist tells us 
about Jesus, and it is also the most important.  Like the news 
headlines, he gives us the most important piece of news 
first.  The Lamb of God also features in the apparition at 
Knock, 147 years ago back in 1879.  The Lamb of God 
appears on the altar, along with Our Lady, St Joseph and St 
John.  The Cistercian writer, Father Berchmans Walsh, said 
that Knock is only holy apparition known to him in the world 
where the Lamb of God appears.  Our Gospel today also 
provides us with a wonderful testimony from John the 
Baptist about Jesus.  He says:   “I saw the Spirit coming down 
on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him.”  It’s an 
extraordinary personal statement from John giving direct 
evidence that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit after his 
baptism.  John describes himself as a “witness that he is the 
Chosen One of God.”  The purpose of our Gospel from St 
John today is to provide us with a first-hand account of John 
the Baptist’s experience of meeting Jesus.  And he makes a 
pretty powerful and convincing case.   Jesus says elsewhere 
in St John’s Gospel: “Blessed are those who have not seen 
but yet believe” (John 20:29).   In saying this, Jesus gives a 
new Beatitude for those of us who have faith without having 
had the privilege of actually meeting Jesus as the apostles 
did. There is, in a way, a greater blessing for those who 
believe because of faith alone.  These words speak directly 
to the faith of succeeding generations, including ourselves.  
Saints like St Therese of Lisieux encouraged us to do the 
smaller things well. Usually, the Christian way of life is not 
about big grand gestures but simple encounters with 
ordinary people in ordinary circumstances when we may 
have an opportunity to let the light of Christ shine a bit more 
brightly.  God’s grace can help us lead us to these moments 
and he will always make up for what may be lacking in our 
response.  Let us pray that in the coming we may, like John 
the Baptist, be a source of life and a source of life to others.  

Jesus said: “I have come that you may have life and have it to 
the full.” (John 10:10).  May this be so not just for ourselves 
but for those we encounter in the week ahead.                                                                                          
     Deacon Gerard 

COLLECTIONS 

Weekend of 11th January 
Common Fund -  € 1667  :  Share €980   

Sincere thanks for your support 

 

WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 
Recently deceased 

Martin Kenny, Woodlands 
 

Saturday 17th  – 6.30pm  

Wilkie Savage,  [1st A];  Fran Stacey, [A]. 
Kevin Rogers, [6th A]. 
 
Sunday 18th  – 10.30am 
Martin Kenny, [Rec Dec’d]; 
John Byrne,[A]; Louise Phillips,[Bth Rem] 
 
12 noon 
Michael Mallon, [Month’s Mind];  
Tom McCarville, [Month’s Mind]; 
Molloy & Moran Family,[A]; Angelita Gonzales,[A]; 
Marian Murphy,[22nd A]; Christina Burnett,[A]; 
Marie Fitzsimons,[A]; Mary Redmond Ryan,[A]; 
Patricia Redmond,[A]; Mick Hession,[31st A]. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Sunday, January 18th  -  

Sunday, January 25  

Inaugural service on  

Sunday, January 18, at 

8pm in St Thomas 

Indian Orthodox 

Church, Palmerstown, 

Dublin D20 VP97 

 

Sincere thanks from the 

Parish Team 

to all who prepared the Church, 
Parish Centre and Grounds for 
Christmas.  The Festive spirit so 

evident in St. Anne’s was commented upon and much 
appreciated by so many people.  A very Happy New 
Year to all Parishioners, Families and Friends. Our deep 
appreciation also to those who have contributed to the 
CHRISTMAS DUES which form such an important part 
of the Common Fund which supports our Bishops and 
Priests working in the Archdiocese and our sick and 
retired Priests.   Canon John Flaherty , Fr. John Laizer, CSSp 
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35TH  NATIONAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE  

IN THE RDS 

February 27th/28th and 

Sunday March 1st 

Early booking essential   

www.divinemercyconference.com 

or phone/text/Whats App 
Paul 0872999241 

 
Sunday, January 18  , to  Saturday, January 24 

Theme:  Normal Lives, Called to Holiness 

Catholic Schools Week 2026 begins on January 18.  
This is a week to celebrate and acknowledge the  
wonderful contribution that our Primary Catholic 
schools, both primary and post-primary, make to the 
mission of the Church in our local faith communities 
and throughout the wider Church.  Catholic Schools 
Week Resources are available for download 
at www.catholicschools.ie 

 

NEW ACTIVE RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 

[ARA] in Fingal 

Due to the overwhelming number of people 

wishing to join Active Retirement Associations, 

it has been  decided to hold a 

PRELIMINARY MEETING 

To ascertain if residents in Portmarnock, Malahide , 

and Baldoyle would like to set up 

LAMBAY PORTMARNOCK/BALDOYLE 

The Preliminary meeting will be held in 

St. Sylvester’s Parish Centre, Malahide, 

on Monday, 19th January 2026 at 2.30.p.m. 

 

MEDUGORJE GROUP PILGRIMAGE  
3RD TO 10TH JUNE  2026  

WITH MARIAN PILGRIMAGES . 
Flying Direct from Dublin to Mostar and then only 30 

minutes coach drive to Međugorje , 
return flight Split to Dublin. 

7 Nights Pilgrimage  staying near St. James’ Church 
with breakfast and Dinner . 

For more information on joining our group please 
contact Derek + Anne Farrell 

Mobiles : 0862573824 + 0879224077 . 
Spiritual Director : Fr. Christopher Nkole. 

Early booking discount of 50 euro per person if deposit 
paid by 30th January 2026 latest. 

 

PORTMARNOCK INDOOR 

BOWLING CLUB ARA 

Social games take place in the 
Main Hall of the PSLC on 

Tuesday morning from 11am – 
12.30pm. & Friday nights from 8pm – 9.30pm 

Free coaching and any equipment needed is 
provided.  New members are always welcome. 

 

 

http://www.divinemercyconference.com/
http://www.catholicschools.ie/

