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Pope Francis established that
the Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time is to be the Sunday of the
Word of God. Sunday of the
Word of God is a day to be
devoted to the celebration,
study, and spreading of the
Word of God. Pope Francis impresses on us that the
relationship between the Risen Lord, a community of
believers, and sacred Scripture is essential to who we are
as Christians.

Jesus did not live in the age of the sound bite where a catchy
slogan or even a clever phrase on Twitter would get people’s
attention. But, if he had done so, he might have chosen the
words of today’s Gospel in order to make his point. He tells
his audience: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.” Jesus gets his message across to us in a clear and
concise way. He asks us to repent of our sins as his kingdom
is very near to us. Our Gospel reading today is about the
calling of four of the apostles Peter, Andrew, James and John
who receive a call for mission from God.

St Matthew tells us that: “As he was walking by the Sea of
Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter,
and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake
with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
‘Follow me and | will make you fishers of men.” And they left
their nets at once and followed him.” And then, almost
immediately afterwards: “[Jesus] saw another pair of
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they
were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their
nets, and he called them. At once leaving the boat and their
father, they followed him.” We should all reflect on our
calling as Christians and ask ourselves how we can share of
faith with the people in our lives and those we meet along the
way. How can we respond to the great parting words of Jesus
“Go teach all nations, baptise them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19)' The
Gospel tells us about the beginning of the vocations of the
apostles Peter, Andrew, James and John. And, while we
immediately think of vocations to the priesthood, the
diaconate and religious life, we should also remember that
each and every one of us have their own vocation in life. As
Blessed John Henry Newman said, God has made us for
definite purpose and that each of us has a special role and
path to follow in the eyes of God. Pope Francis tells us that:
“in carrying out our mission, let us draw inspiration from
Mary, Mother of Evangelization. May the Virgin Mother help
us to say our own “yes”, conscious of the urgent need to make
the Good News of Jesus resound in our time.” When reflecting
on the nature of vocations, | can recall various nuns and
priests that were “home from the missions” for their holidays
when | was growing up which might only have been once
every three years or so. | was always very impressed by their

HOPE

faith and commitment as well as their dedication to the third
world countries where they worked. Also, in hindsight, they
came over as happy, contented and fulfilled in their
missionary work despite the sacrifices they had to make.
They were all a great inspiration to me. At the beginning of
this year, someone said to me “Be open to all new things.” 1t's
a good wish for us all as we settle into 2026 and look forward
to the graces and blessings to come. We can be sure that
Jesus will accompany us on our journey of faith.
Deacon Gerard

COLLECTIONS
Weekend of 18"January
Common Fund - € 1310 : Share €905
Sincere thanks for your support

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS

Recently deceased
Paul Carroll, late of Portmarnock
Winnie Smith, Strand Road
Olive Murphy, Wheatfield Road
Catherine O’Reilly, Burrow Court

Saturday 24" - 6.30pm

Mervyn Hogan,[1° A]; Elizabeth O’Dwyer, [15t A];
Jackie Kelly, [2"® A]; Margaret Creane, {A];
Monica Mullins,[Rem];Deirdre Barron,[A];
Dessie Nolan,[A]; Josie Lawlor,[A].

Sunday 25" —10.30am
Voichita Cenan,[RD]; Noel McKenna,[1% A];
Pat Murphy, [2" A]; Connie Harvey,[16% A].

12 noon

Legion of Mary Special Intention;

Mervyn Hogan, [1%t A]; Paul McKee,[1% A];

Colm Kennedy,[A]; George & Sarah Faulkner,[A];
Margaret Creane,[A]; Nora Fulton,[A];

Mary Graham,[22" A]; Mick Hession,[31% A];

Donncha O Muineachain,[A]; Joe O’Reilly, [A];

Tessie, Mark & Michéal Carroll,[A]; David Kelly, [2nd A];
Jim & Kathleen Culliney; Robert Hueston O’Farrell.

ST PADRE PIO DEVOTIONS
Friday, 30t January 2026
Rosary 7.10p.m. : Mass 7.30p.m.
Principal Celebrant: Fr. Bryan Shortall, OFM Cap

AFTERNOON CLUB

Friday afternoon Club has resumed,
New members welcomed, no need to register
just arrive to the Parish Centre any Friday at 1.30pm,
You will be very welcome

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166




Thank God and sincere thanks also to our many listeners and
supporters as RADIO MARIA IRELAND continues to grow.
As an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station we enjoy
commercial free broadcasting - Prayer, Catechesis, Uplifting
music, Talks, Interviews and Testimonies — do join our
growing faith family! Here’s how you can listen:
1. Via Digital TV - Saorview Channel 210
2. Download our FREE App “RADIO
IRELAND”
3. Streaming on our WEBSITE - www.radiomaria.ie
4. Via our ‘Listen Live Radio’ link on our Facebook
Page.
5. Via PHONE — get live radio feed by calling +353 (0)
1 437 3277 (no extra charges apply).
6. Via DAB Radio in Leinster area.
Why not drop a line to our Spiritual Director, Fr Des Farren by
text on 089-4672000, by phone on 01-4123456, or come and
pay us a visit at Radio Maria Ireland, St. Anthony’s Business
Park, Ballymount Road, Dublin 22. D22 R7W2
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35™ NATIONAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE
February 27th/28th and
Sunday March 1st
In the RDS
Early booking essential
www.divinemercyconference.com
or phone/text/Whats App
Paul 0872999241
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CONSIDERING A POSTGRADUATE
PROGRAMME IN 20267

Studying at St Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth,
Explore our wide range of full-time, part-time and
blended learning Programmes from Diploma, Higher
Diploma, and Master's to Doctorate level in:
Theology, Philosophy,Healthcare Chaplaincy, Liturgical
Music? Visit sppu.ie/courses for more information.

WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
Trinity College Chapel, Dublin
Sunday 25 January 2026, 3 pm
An inter-denominational service
of prayer and music in Irish in the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity,
hosted by the TCD Ecumenical Chaplaincy.
on the theme - provided this year
by the churches of Armenia:
One Body, One Spirit
(Ephesians 4:4)

Pilgrim Fellowship day of Renewal
Talks, Worship and Healing

Venue: Raddison Blu Hotel Dublin Airport
Date/Time: Friday February06th. 09:30am to 5:30pm
Led By: Fr John Keane and Don Devaney

Cost: €50 to include 3 Course lunch/Parking/2 Coffee breaks
Bring a friend and let them experience God’s Love

To Register Contact Pat 0 Connor 0872610405

MEDUGORIJE GROUP PILGRIMAGES

3 to 10" JUNE 2026
WITH MARIAN PILGRIMAGES .
For more information on joining our group please
contact Derek + Anne Farrell
Mobiles : 0862573824 + 0879224077 .
Spiritual Director : Fr. Christopher Nkole.

29™ JULY - 5™ AUGUST 2026
WITH MARIAN PILGRIMAGES
For more information on joining the group please
contact Teresa McCabe 087 206 9249
Spiritual Directors:
Fr. Roland Nfambang & Fr Omodunbi

TIMES OF MASSES: WEEKDAYS 10AM: MON, WED, THURS and FRI. SATURDAY: 6.30PM (VIGIL), SUNDAY: 10.30am & 12 NOON.
BAPTISMS 15T & 3R° SUNDAYS AND AT THE EASTER VIGIL (SOME EXCEPTIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.). CONFESSIONS SAT. AFTER 6.30PM MASS,

AFTER DAILY MASS (UNLESS THERE’S A FUNERAL), OR ON REQUEST. Governance Code Charities Act RCN 20016166
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