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MESSAGE FROM HIS 

HOLINESS LEO XIV 

FOR THE SIXTH WORLD DAY 

FOR GRANDPARENTS AND 

THE ELDERLY 

[Feast of St Joachim and 

Anne, 26 July 2026] 

I will never forget you (Is 49:15) 
Dear brothers and sisters, 

These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. 

They are the answer to an agonizing feeling that 

troubles the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my 

Lord has forgotten me” (Is 49:14).   The painful feeling 

of being forgotten is, unfortunately, shared by many 

people, and among them are quite a few elderly 

people.  God’s love, which forgets no one, offers itself 

as an act of justice and a response to the anonymity 

in which human life all too often ends up lost.  

The lives of many elderly people, in particular, seem 

to be covered by a veil that blurs the features of their 

faces and shrouds them in oblivion. This is what 

happens in homes where loneliness reigns and also in 

those care facilities where each person’s uniqueness 

risks being reduced to a bed number or an illness.   

The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents 

and the Elderly is an opportunity to rediscover that 

the Church is called to be a mother to all and that at 

any age it is always possible to recognize ourselves as 

sons and daughters of God.  

May this day, therefore, be an inspiration for 

everyone, especially the young, to revive the 

beautiful custom of visiting their grandparents, the 

elderly members of the family and even those who 

have no one to visit them. Bring them, through this 

message and your presence, the closeness and 

affection of the Pope. Ensure that the words of the 

prophet, “But I will never forget you,” take the form 

of a tender and affectionate encounter. “In an era 

that favours speed and fragmentation, the human 

person still yearns to receive care and recognition 

from attentive minds, kind words and hands capable 

of tenderness. The Church understands the suffering 

of her elderly members; she knows full well that they 

are all too often viewed through the lens of 

stereotypes and considered a burden; she is aware 

that a profit-driven economy weakens family ties; 

she knows that many elderly people are left behind 

by children who are forced to migrate or, in some 

cases, to fight in wars. For each of these reasons, she 

joyfully proclaims the Lord’s promise: “But I will 

never forget you!”  Dear elderly men and women, 

Pope Francis spoke of you as a “new people” 

(Catechesis, 23 February 2022), since the number of 

older adults has never been so large in human 

history. It is, therefore, more important than ever to 

reflect with you, this “new people,” on what our 

vocation might be when fragility — the human 

person’s companion from birth — seems to take 

over. I would like to say to you: do not be afraid of 

fragility! It is precisely this weakness that holds 

within itself a new potential that also illuminates the 

other stages of life. I urge you, dear friends, to join 

me in praying earnestly that peace may soon come to 

the whole world.  may the Lord always renew us in 

faith, hope and love — He who never forgets us!                                                                               

LEO PP. XIV 

WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 

Recently Deceased 

Catherine Maddock, Ashley Rise 

 

Saturday, 25th  6.30pm 

Carmel Kay,[RD; ]Claire Rooney, [2nd A];  

Edward Savage,[A]; Ann Dunne,[A]; 

Reverend Fred Moriarty, SJ.[A]; 

 

Sunday,26th  July, 12 noon 

Donal McGrath, [RD];  Emily Doran,[A], and her 

husband Tony Doran;   

Hugh Murray, [A]; Edward Savage,[A];  

Jim and Kitty Harrington,[A]; 

Joe Gallagher, [13th A]; Ann Dunne,[A] 

Kitty Finnegan,[A]; Paddy Kenny, [A]; 

John Brendan Price,[A];  

Georgina Kenny,[A]; Liam Sheahan,[A]. 

 

COLLECTIONS 

   Common Fund € 1041 

Share                €   695  

Sincere thanks for your support 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

will close on 

Friday, 31st July and resume 

on Monday, 31st August 
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SERVICE FOR HEALING OF THE 

GENERATIONS 

St. John  the Evangelist Church Kilbarrack 

Sunday, 26th July 2026/Sunday, 30th August 

Mass at 7pm including Benediction 

Webhttps://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-johns-church. 

Email: healingofgenerations@gmail.com 

9 HOLE PAR 3 GOLF EVENT 

Saturday 15th August 2026  : 9am to 5pm 

Malahide Castle Sports Pavilion 

To play, come along on the day or In aid of Irish 

Guide Dogs.  Registered Charity Number 20009977  

pre-register at portmarnockmalahide@guidedogs.ie            

 

Gospel  

Matthew 13:44-52 

After my mother died 19 

years ago, one of the 

items of her jewellery 

that we could not locate 

for some time was a pearl 

necklace that my father bought for her on holidays 

many years ago.  It was one of her favourite possessions 

and she always wore it on special occasions.  After much 

energy and effort searching in drawers, wardrobes and 

cupboards, the necklace was eventually located where 

she had carefully put it away.  I was reminded of this 

story when reading over this Sunday’s Gospel.  We are 

told that:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 

looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value 

he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.”  The 

“pearl of great value” which St Matthew speaks about is 

there within our grasp, it is freely available to each and  

every one of us.  The kingdom of God is close, near and 

is within us.  Jesus himself said that the kingdom of God 

is amongst us and that when two or three are gathered 

in his name that is he will be with them.   As people we 

look for what gives meaning to our lives such as love of 

God, work or study that is fulfilling and worthwhile, 

enduring friendships and helping those who are most in 

need.  When people are asked what is most important 

to them in life, they often say the quality of their 

network of relationships.  This can be with our family, 

friends and colleagues but also our relationship with 

God.  We can also find God in the routine of our daily 

lives.  As Patrick Kavanagh said, “God is in the bits and 

pieces of life”.  Life as a quest is embedded deeply in our 

humanity and is often expressed in literature. The poet 

Henry Vaughan once wrote that mankind is “ever 

restless and irregular, about this earth doth run and 

ride” and also said that “God ordered motion but 

ordained no rest”.  In our First Reading, Solomon is given 

an opportunity to make a request to God and he 

chooses the following: “Give your servant a heart to 

understand how to discern between good and evil.”  

God is impressed with his request and replies positively 

“I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you 

has had and none will have after you.”  I think it is fair to 

say that, in making this particular request, Solomon was 

already showing great wisdom and discernment on his 

journey of faith.  He already discovered the pearl of 

great price and wanted further help from God, so that 

his journey would become more fruitful.  The three 

parables today are unique to the Gospel of Matthew.  

They give us an insight into what was important to him. 

And for him, whether it is the “treasure hidden in a 

field”, the “merchant looking for fine pearls” or the 

“dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all 

kinds” each suggests a quest for something very 

important and which, once discovered, is far too 

precious to be kept to oneself to must be shared with 

others. We too have been given this gift of the Gospel 

which St Matthew also discovered.  Let us pray that in 

the coming week we may be able to share it with others 

in the different circumstances of our lives.  And, while 

we may not have the Wisdom of Solomon, we can be 

sure that if we ask the Holy Spirit for guidance, he will 

most certainly assist us.                           Deacon Gerard 
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