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“Heart 

Speaks Unto 

Heart” 

Like many of 

you, I grew up 

in a house 

where there 

was a picture 

of the Sacred 

Heart hanging 

over the mantelpiece in the sitting room.  It was in 

every sense part of the furniture.  This was part of a 

tradition of devotion to the Sacred Heart in Ireland.  

In some houses there was a Family Dedication to the 

Sacred Heart framed on the wall with each of the 

family names were written in on it.  This devotion 

entrusts the care of the family to the Heart of Jesus 

in a very specific way.  I was reminded of this when 

we celebrated the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

on June 12th.  It is a feast that goes back to the 

apparitions of the Sacred Heart to St Margaret Mary 

Alacoque in Paray le Monial in the 17th century.   St 

Margaret Mary’s spiritual adviser was a Jesuit, St 

Claude de la Colombière.  According to the 

www.catholicireland.net website: “Claude was able 

to recognise the genuineness of her experiences. By 

supporting Margaret Mary and recording the visions 

she had, he was instrumental in having Jesus’s 

request to establish a feast of the Sacred Heart on the 

Friday after the Octave of Corpus Christi brought to 

the Vatican authorities.”  I think it is the accessibility 

and immediacy of this devotion that has made it so 

attractive to people over the years.  It’s a simple and 

straightforward way of bringing people of faith 

directly into prayer with Jesus himself.  When the 

famous Anglican convert and founder of UCD 

Blessed John Henry Newman became a Cardinal in 

1879, he chose as his motto “Cor ad cor loquitur” 

(Heart speaks unto heart) for his coat of arms. The 

expression comes from St Francis de Sales, a 16th 

century French Bishop and spiritual writer, who 

inspired Newman.  He understood that Christ speaks 

to us from his own heart.  He once wrote: “Thou art 

the living flame and ever burnest with love of man.”    

The importance of devotion to the Sacred Heart has 

never been so significant as in the context of our 

world today when the church faces great challenges 

such as in Nigeria.  Speaking at the mass for the 

beatification of Newman in Birmingham in 2010, 

Pope Benedict XVI said:   “Cardinal Newman’s motto, 

Cor ad cor loquitur, or “Heart speaks unto heart”, 

gives us an insight into his understanding of the 

Christian life and the desire of the human heart to 

enter into intimate communion with the Heart of 

God.”  Many of our churches, including my home 

parish of Donaghmede, have statues of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus where there are often a large number 

of candles lighting to reflect the prayers and 

devotion of parishioners.  Let us pray as a Christian 

community that the love that is at the heart of God 

will inspire our lives with acts of love, kindness and 

generosity especially towards those who are most in 

need.  And let us pray that the time-honoured 

devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus which 

supported so many generations before us, will also 

inspire the Church in our times as we bring the 

message of the Gospel to our world today.    

                     Deacon Gerard  

WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 

Mary Byrne,[RD] Sister-in-law of Ned Byrne 

Molly Morris,[RD] Sister of Pat O’Farrell 

Saturday, 4th 6.30pm 

Deceased members of the Carr & Fitzgerald Families;  

Elizabeth & James Daly [A] & Families; 

June Foster[RD] 

Sunday, 5th July, 12 noon 

Ivan Vuciva, [Month’s Mind]; 

Mary & James Doran,[A]; Christy & Kitty Caul, [A]; 

Michael & Elizabeth Hyde,[A]; Mary Finnegan,[A]; 

Florrie Finnegan,[Rem]; Evelyn Dowling,[Rem]  

 

COLLECTIONS 

Common Fund  € 1,281 
 Peter’s Pence  € 2,401   

Sincere thanks for your support last week 

 

GENTLE REMINDER….. PARISH SURVEY 

Thank you to parishioners who completed the survey 

Funding Mission in Partnership, the pilot programme 

supported by the Archdiocese, either on the Website or 

by copies returned to the Church.  Your feedback is 

important.   It will not only help the Diocese guide local 

planning within our Partnership of Parishes, but will 

also contribute to shaping how parish partnerships 

develop across the Archdiocese of Dublin in the years 

ahead.  If you have not had an opportunity to complete 

the survey, copies are available at the back of the 

Church or on the website – 
ttps://communitycounselling.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/for

m/SV_9Zz29OmmgeOFTrE 

http://www.portmarnockparish.ie/
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ST ANNE’S PORTMARNOCK 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Monday to Friday (except Tuesdays)  10:00am 

Saturday     6.30pm 

Sunday      12 noon 

Baptism will be celebrated on the first and       

Third Sundays of the month at 1.30p.m. 

 

ST ANNE’S PORTMARNOCK 

SUMMER OPENING HOURS 

JULY AND AUGUST 2026 

 

CHURCH:   

Monday to Friday :     9.00am to 5.00pm.   

Saturday:                      5.30pm to 7.30pm.    

Sunday:                        10.30am until conclusion of  

              Final Service  - 

                (Mass or Baptisms). 

PARISH OFFICE:    

Monday to Thursday:   9.00am - 1.00pm 

RECEPTION:        

Monday - Friday   10.30 – 12 noon 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL NATIONAL 

GRANDPARENTS PILGRIMAGE 

CELEBRATING THE 6TH WORLD DAY 

FOR GRANDPARENTS  

AND THE ELDERLY.  

All are welcome. Sunday, 26th July 2026 to Knock 

Shrine - Chief Celebrant, Archbishop Eamon Martin 

Commencing at 2.30pm with the anointing of the 

sick, a day of grace and blessing for the whole 

family, as we honour grandparents and the elderly. 

Please join us. visit our website for resources: 

www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org 

 

 
 

DARDISTOWN   Sunday, 5th July    

3.00pm     Blessing of the Graves  

BALGRIFFIN  Sunday 12th July  

11:30am Mass in St. Lawrence O’Toole Church, 

Baldoyle. on Sunday 14th July at 11.30am for all 

those buried in Balgriffin.  

www.baldoyleparish.ie/webcam 

3:00pm   Blessing of the Graves  

 

PORTMARNOCK ART 

GROUP EXHIBITION 

48th Annual Art Exhibition 

Featuring Artists from Malahide and Portmarnock 

 The Project Room, AVOCA, Malahide 

Saturday 11th July 10am - 5pm 

Sunday 12th July 10am - 4pm 

Supporting St Francis Hospice 
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