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 The COP30 Conference is 
currently taking place in 
Brazil.  The message coming from 

it is very clear: we must act to 

reduce the challenges of climate 

change.  Pope Leo has asked the 

world leaders gathered for the 

conference to make courageous and 

concrete commitments for the care of creation, reminding 

them that peace and environmental stewardship are 

inseparably linked.  In a message to COP 30, the Pope said: 

“in the midst of a world that is in flames, as a result of both 

global warming and armed conflicts, this Conference 

should become a sign of hope.”  Our gospel today uses 

dramatic language to prepare is us for the end of the 

church’s year next Sunday which is the Feast of Christ the 

King.  Jesus tells us that:  “Nation will fight against nation 

and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 

earthquakes and plagues and famines here and there; 

there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.”  

However, Jesus has promised that he will always assist us 

in our challenges and difficulties:  “I myself shall give you 

an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents 

will be able to resist or contradict.”  The Gospel tells us: 

“When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 

how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive 

offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at 

now-the time will come when not a single stone will be left 

on another: everything will be destroyed.”  Like many of 

his contemporaries, Father Kieran O’Mahony writes, Jesus 

foresaw a future threat to Jerusalem and its Temple. 

Underneath the reading, so to speak, lies a careful 

teaching on how to understand what is going on and how 

to react, so as to win your life.  The Church has certainly 

experienced many necessary changes in recent years that 

were perhaps unthinkable thirty or forty years ago.  And 

yet these changes, although challenging to those who 

were used to experiencing a different way of being 

church, are nevertheless necessary as we continue to 

evolve and grow in faith as a Christian people.  The New 

Testament tells us that the “word of God is something 

alive and active” (Hebrews 4:12).  In other words, its 

dynamic and inspires us in different ways over time. Today 

is World Day of the Poor.  Pope Francis encourages us to 

look beyond ourselves and be inspired by the poor in the 

closing mass of the Synod on the Amazon:  “We have had 

the grace of listening to the voices of the poor and 

reflecting on the precariousness of their lives, threatened 

by predatory models of development. Yet precisely in this 

situation, many have testified to us that it is possible to 

look at reality in a different way, accepting it with open 

arms as a gift, treating the created world not as a resource 

to be exploited but as a home to be preserved, with trust 

in God.”  Jesus is telling us today that he will walk with us 

through our challenges and difficulties and that we should 

not be afraid.  As the reflection Footprints in the Sand 

reminds us:  “My precious, precious  child. I love you, and 

I would never, never leave you during your times of trial 

and suffering.   When you saw only one set of footprints, it 

was then that I carried you.”                      Deacon Gerard                                                      

 

WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 

Recently Deceased 
Matthew [Denis] Weldon, Robswall 

 
Saturday 15th November – 6.30pm 
David Crawford,[3rd A]; William Barron,[A]; 
 
Sunday, 16th November 
10.30am   John & Aileen Farren,[B’day R]; 
Paul McConnon, [A]; 
 
12 noon 
Barbara Murray,[10th A]; Margaret O’Flynn, [A]; 

 

COLLECTIONS 

Weekend of 9th November 
Common Fund -  € 1260    Share - €1125 

Sincere thanks for your support. 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

monthly Church Gate Collection will take place 
after all masses this weekend 15 & 16 

November.  Sincere thanks for your continued 
support and generosity. 

 

DUBLIN 
DIOCESAN 

PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES 

For as long as I can 
remember the Dublin 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes has relied on the 
prayers and donations of 
its Associate Members to 
bring Sick Pilgrims to 
Lourdes.  Following this 

year’s appeal in the Parishes of the Diocese a total of 
£122,465.08 was raised.  A staggering €10,790 was 
contributed from our Parish, for which as Director of the 
DDPL and Priest of the Parish of Portmarnock, I am 
inordinately proud and extremely grateful.  My particular 
thanks to the three Parishioners who donated €1,200 
each to cover the total cost of bringing one Sick Pilgrim 
to Lourdes.  However little or large your contribution it 
was vitally important to the success of DDPL 2025.  This 
year we brought 106 sick pilgrims from all over the 
diocese under the care of our volunteer doctors, nurses 
and helpers who gave so generously of their time and 
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talent.    The enrolment sheets containing the names of 
our Parish Associates and their Intentions were placed at 
the Grotto in Lourdes.   All our benefactors were 
remembered in the prayers and Masses offered during 
the pilgrimage.  Once again, my sincere thanks for your 
generosity.  May the protection of Our Lady of Lourdes 
and the prayer of St. Bernadette enrich the lives of all our 
DDPL supporters and their Families. CJF 

 

NOVEMBER ALTAR  
LIST OF THE DEAD 

November Altar List of the Dead envelopes  are 
available in the church and may be left in the Parish 
Office or in the church safe or given to one of the priests 
as soon as possible.  
 

Prayer of Cardinal Newman  

May the Lord support 
us all the day long, 
Till the shades lengthen 
and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is 
hushed, and the fever of 
life is over, 
and our work is done. 
Then in his mercy may 
he give us a safe 

lodging, 
and holy rest, and peace at the last. 
 Amen. 
 

A MASS TO GRIEVE,TO REMEMBER, TO 

GIVE THANKS, AND TO HOPE 

Will be celebrated in St. Anne’s Parish Church on 
Thursday, 27th November 2025 at 7.30p.m. 

The Mass will remember the people belonging to our 
Parish who have died from  

September 2024/2025. 
 We hope you will be able to join us.  Refreshments in 

the Parish Centre after the Mass.  The Mass can be 
viewed on www.portmarnockparish.ie    

         

Are seeking compassionate 
volunteer drivers in our 
community. For more 
information and to become a 

volunteer driver, please contact Monica 
at  volunteer@irishcancer.ie. 

 

A note from Canon John :  

Quite unexpectedly, after a recent annual health check, 
I was advised that I need to have open-heart surgery. 
Unfortunately, this means I’ll be absent from the Parish 
for some time.  Please keep me in your prayers as I’ll 
keep you in mine.  Please support Fr. John Laizer in any 
way you can during my absence.  All the best.  CJF 

Laurel Lodge Parish, 

Castleknock 

FIRST CLASS RELICS OF 

ST THÉRÈSE 

Saturday 15th November  

                  12pm - 8pm &  

Sunday 16th November 

                   8.30am - 1.30pm  

All day long blessings with the First Class Relics of 
St Thérèse.  Exhibition in the Day Chapel with photos 
and memorabilia on the Life of St Thérèse & The Martin 
Family.  15 min talks with Fr Damian McNeice at 1pm, 
2pm, 3pm & 4pm.  Confessions at 4.30pm - 6pm and 
Vigil of Sunday Mass at 6.30pm  

 

PORTMARNOCK LIONS CLUB 

Glasses for Africa – the Lions Club will be happy to 
receive your old glasses. Please leave glasses at 
Reception at the Parish Centre.    

 

CRAFT  FAIR 

Our very popular Craft Fair being 
held in the Parish Centre on 
Saturday, 15th and Sunday, 16th from 

10.30a.m. - 3.30pm.  Shop early for Christmas!  All 
Welcome. 

 

Anam Cara, the organisation that 
supports bereaved parents, will hold 
its monthly Parent Support Evening 

on Wednesday 19th November at 7.30pm in 
the Hilton Hotel, Malahide Rd, Northern 
Cross, Dublin, D17 Y924. 

http://www.portmarnockparish.ie/
mailto:volunteer@irishcancer.ie

