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Advent calls to mind that 

our God came to us in Jesus 

of Nazareth, and that God 

comes to us again and 

again in the events of our 

lives  

First Sunday of Advent, 

30th November 2025 

The Season of Advent, which begins today, invites us to 

journey reflectively as a parish community towards 

Christmas.  It’s a short, compact season of just four 

weeks allowing us time for much needed reflection and 

prayer before the busyness of Christmas begins. 

The light and hope of Advent is symbolised by the 

precious flames from our Advent wreath which can shine 

Christ’s love into the darker parts of our lives over the 

past year whether this is bereavement, illness, 

depression or disappointment.   We can be sure that 

Jesus will always accompany us through our doubts, 

difficulties and challenges.   Our First reading today from 

the prophet Isaiah invites us to “walk in the light of the 

Lord.”  But it’s a slowly revealed light which is 

appropriate for this time of the year.  It will only be on 

Christmas day that all candles on the wreath will be light.  

It’s a symbol that God’s plan is sometimes revealed 

slowly to us.  Advent marks the beginning of the Church’s 

year when our Sunday gospel readings change from Luke 

to Matthew. So, in a way, we turn a page today as we 

start the new liturgical year.  Pope Francis says: “Thanks 

to [God’s] help, we can always start afresh…You can start 

again, because [Christ] awaits you.  We are able to open 

our eyes again, overcome sadness and tears and sing a 

new song.”  It is really important that you take some time 

out during Advent to reflect on the reality of Christmas 

and what God’s mercy and forgiveness means for us.  Our 

parish partnership Advent Reconciliation Service, which 

takes place in Malahide on Monday December 15th at 

7.30pm, will provide one such opportunity to do this.  I 

believe that we need to reclaim Advent as a much-

needed space to reflect on our faith.  Today’s Gospel tells 

us that “The Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.” This reminds us that we are passing though this 

world and need to make the most of the gifts that God 

has given to each of us.  Perhaps we could attend Mass 

more regularly this Advent, wherever we happen to be, 

and make it a time of prayer and reflective anticipation.  

If we are sending Christmas Cards why not chose cards 

with a distinctly religious theme and message.  Also, it is 

a time for giving and sharing with those in need.  The St 

Vincent de Paul Collection, which will take place in our 

churches in the coming weeks, will provide an 

opportunity to help those who are most in need in our 

community.  During Advent, let us allow ourselves some 

moments of stillness and quiet, so that we can listen to 

what God may be saying to us at this time of the year.  

Our world today is impatient and unwilling to wait for 

things to happen.  There is a sense in our society that 

things have to happen almost instantly.  We have lost the 

sense of quiet anticipation.  And I think that’s what the 

Season of Advent may be trying to teach us.  In the busy 

weeks to come, we are encouraged to take some “time 

out” to think about the coming of Jesus at Christmas.   As 

the poet Patrick Kavanagh reminds us in his poem 

Advent: “Christ comes with a January flower.”  In the 

silence of Advent may we be inspired to reach out to 

others as Jesus did:  to those who find this time of the 

year difficult, to those who are left out by other people 

and to those in need of healing words and gestures of 

kindness.  I wish you all a peaceful and prayerful Season 

of Advent.                                                       Deacon Gerard 

 

COLLECTIONS 

Weekend of 23th November 
Common Fund -  €1,400    Share - €905 

Sincere thanks for your support 

 

ANNUAL SPECIAL COLLECTION 

(St. Anne’s Conference, Portmarnock.) 

This Special 

Collection will 

take place on  

 

Saturday 6th Dec. (6.30 pm Mass) and  

Sunday 7
h
 December (10.30 am & 12 noon 

Masses).  This community has always been very 

supportive of our work, for which we are most 

grateful. We ask you to be as generous again this 

year, please. This will help us support the many 

needy households who request our assistance at this 

time and throughout the year. Their need can be 

especially acute at Christmas time, when many face 

impossible choices.  In addition to the church 

collection, blue take-away SVP donation envelopes 

are available in the porches of the church.  Also, 

donations can be made by phone or on the website. 

If using website (www.svp.ie), please enter ‘St 

Anne’s, Portmarnock’ in the ‘Specific Location to 

Help’ field. 

 If using SVP phone -tel. no:0818-176176 and please 

state that your donation is for St. Anne’s, 

Portmarnock. 

 

MISSIO IRELAND  extend thanks to the 

parishioners of Portmarnock Parish for their 
generosity on Mission Sunday. An amount of €1,990 
has been received, for which we are very grateful.  
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WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 

Recently Deceased 
Fr Patrick (Pat) Reilly O.Praem., PP, Donabate 

 

Saturday 29th November – 6.30pm 
Jo O’Hanrahan,[3rd A]; Barry & Daniel 
Mulvaney,[A]; Marie Chadwick,[A]; Stephen 
Morrison,[A & Bth’Day]; Eileen Morrison,[A]; 
Deceased members of Sheridan & Kelly Families 
James Murray,[2nd A] 
 
Sunday30th November – 10.30a.m. 
Nicky Murphy,[30th A:  Brother of Jane O’Neill] 
Noel O’Dwyer,[7th A}: 
 
12 noon 
Sean Colgan,[Month’s Mind];  Derek Crookes,[A]; 
Daniel Houlahan,[A]; Elizabeth Dunne,[Bth Rem]; 
Pauline McCrory,[RD];  Phyllis Baker,[30th A]; 
Florence Johnson,[5th A]; Tony Johnson;  
Christina Reynolds,[2nd A]; Eamon Keane, [A]; 
Gerry Dalton,[A]; May & Christy Dardis, [A];  
Gareth Conway, 3rd A]; Patrick Carty,[A]. 

 

OUTDOOR CRIB – 
HELP NEEDED 
PORTMARNOCK AND 

DISTRICT MEN’S SHED will 

assemble the  

Parish Outdoor Crib on 

Tuesday next, 2nd 

December 2025 at 10.30am.  We would be grateful 

for any Help to assemble the Crib.  

 

A Gentle Reminder  

To Parents and Guardians of children in 6th 
Class, in St. Marnock’s and St. Helen’s Schools, 
who will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in 2026 – you are invited to 
attend a meeting with Father John  
on Tuesday next, 2nd  December at 7.30p.m.,  
in St. Anne’s Church, Portmarnock 

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Novena Mass Cards,[€3 each] 

Christmas Mass Bouquets [€10] 

Christmas Cards, ]Pkt of 6, €4] 

                                 Are available at the Parish Office 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SURVEY  

–  HAVE YOUR SAY 

The current Department of Education survey on the 
future of patronage in the primary sector is 
important in that it will shape the discussion on 
primary school divesting for the years to come 
throughout the Republic of Ireland. The survey is 
school specific and needs to be responded to by all 
parents and prospective parents locally. 
It is important that those who wish for a change in 
patronage would have their voice heard. It is equally 
important that those who wish for a Catholic 
education for their children, and the support for 
sacramental preparation available in Catholic 
schools, would have their voice heard also. For those 
reasons and to ensure that an accurate picture 
emerges, please participate in this survey if you are 
a parent or a prospective parent of a primary school 
student.  The survey can be accessed 
at www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey/. It closes on 
Tuesday, December 16. 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

to provide 
compassionate help to 

anyone facing an unexpected pregnancy.  Please 
help to support this good cause on  Sunday 30th 
November After 10:30 am and 12 noon Masses.  
Delicious treats and cakes to enjoy with tea/coffee 
or to take away,  For further information contact 
Teresa at 0872069249 

 

Are seeking compassionate 
volunteer drivers in our 
community. For more 
information and to become 

a volunteer driver, please contact Monica 
at  volunteer@irishcancer.ie. 

 

On-line Bereavement   Information   
Evening     
 Monday 8th December at 7pm 
This event is especially designed for 
those who may not have accessed 

supports around the grief before, but all are welcome. 
Information Evening is open to all bereaved parents 
regardless of the age the child died, or the circumstances 
of their death. Our guest speaker for the evening will be 
David Trickey, a leading Consultant Clinical Psychologist 
who has specialised in working with traumatised 
children, young people and their families since 2000 

email: info@anamcara.ie or call 085 288 8888 for 
further information. 

http://www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey/
mailto:volunteer@irishcancer.ie
https://bit.ly/3XbPyIT
mailto:info@anamcara.ie

