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 I am takIng the 
opportunity to write to you 

today, on Share Appeal 

Sunday, about the second collection taken up at 

weekend Masses throughout the year. Share, the 

diocesan development fund, depends on the generosity 

of parishioners across the Archdiocese. It reflects, 

practically, our solidarity, support, love and care for each 

other. I appeal to you today, if you can, to increase your 

contribution to Share throughout the year to enhance 

our response to local needs. In this Jubilee Year, we 

continue the synodal journey of renewal in the Church 

recalling that every Christian is sent, emerging from the 

waters of Baptism with Jesus, to bring God’s healing love 

to all the world.  As we hear in the first reading today: 

‘wherever the water goes it brings health, and life teems 

wherever the river flows.’ (Ezekiel 47:9). Every initiative 

in the Church, each ministry, each encounter of welcome, 

formation and service, is rooted in the grace and calling 

received equally by all at Baptism (see Baptised and Sent, 

54).  With the help of your contributions to Share, our 

diocesan offices seek to strengthen our call to be 

missionary disciples of Jesus. Because of your generosity, 

personnel across all the diocesan offices are available for 

consultation, training, formation and guidance 

concerning local pastoral ministry, education, strategic 

leadership, safeguarding and communications 

initiatives. They support parishes in meeting statutory 

obligations in governance, and in administrative, legal 

and operational matters, such as finance and 

fundraising, property, health and safety, and data 

protection. The Share collection has evolved over the 

years and continues to evolve. It remains a significant 

source of funding and support across the Archdiocese, 

strengthening parishes and partnerships of parishes in 

mission and service. Importantly, Share also provides 

much needed financial relief to disadvantaged parishes 

where alternative funding cannot be secured. It is 

necessary for all of us to become more aware of the 

challenges faced in different parishes and partnerships in 

the Archdiocese. Pope Leo has highlighted the 

transformative nature, for all, of Christian love: ‘By its 

nature, Christian love is prophetic: it works miracles and 

knows no limits. It makes what is apparently impossible 

happen. Love is above all a way of looking at life and a 

way of living it.’ (Dilexi Te, 120) This is the love we hope 

to embody, we who have been baptised and sent. 

Together we are Building Hope, founded on the risen 

Lord, seeking to love, and live life well in his Spirit (see 1 

Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17; John 2:20-22). Thank you in 

anticipation for giving what you can on this Share Appeal 

Sunday and for your generosity to Share throughout the 

year, in support of mission, service and solidarity. In 

gratitude, and with every blessing,                                                     

+ Dermot Farrell, Archbishop of Dublin 

  

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of 

the Lateran Basilica in Rome.  It is described as “the 

mother and head of all churches”.  It is the cathedral 

church of the Bishop of Rome and is called after two 

monasteries once attached to it, one of which was 

dedicated the St John the Apostle and the other to John 

the Baptist.  This basilica of St John was also dedicated to 

Christ the Saviour in the fourth century. The anniversary 

has been celebrated as a feast of the Church on this date 

since the twelfth century.  Constantine, the first Christian 

to be the Roman emperor built the Lateran on land that 

had belonged to the Laterani family.  He gave it to the 

Church for a synod and as the cathedral of Rome.  I visited 

there in 2019 for a mass of thanksgiving following the 

canonisation of Saint John Henry Newman which was 

celebrated by Cardinal Vincent Nichols of Westminster.  

Pope Leo declared Newman a Doctor of the Church on All 

Saints Day November 1st with the following words:  “We, 

having obtained the opinions of numerous Brothers in the 

Episcopate and many of Christ’s faithful throughout the 

world, having consulted the Dicastery for the Causes of 

Saints, after mature deliberation and with certain 

knowledge, and by the  fullness of the apostolic power, 

declare Saint John Henry Newman, Doctor of the Church. 

In the name of the Father and of the Holy Spirit.”  There 

are only 38 Doctors of the Church including St Therese of 

Lisieux and St Thomas Aquinas.  The latter being co-patron 

of Catholic Education alongside Newman.    In his homily 

last weekend, Pope Leo said:   “Newman’s impressive 

spiritual and cultural stature will surely serve as an 

inspiration to new generations whose hearts thirst for the 

infinite, and who, through research and knowledge, are 

willing to undertake that journey which, as the ancients 

said, takes us per aspera ad astra, through difficulties to 

the stars.”  Pope Leo added: “The lasting legacy of Saint 

John Henry Newman includes some very significant 

contributions to the theory and practice of education. He 

wrote, “God has created me to do Him some definite 

service; He has committed some work to me which He has 

not committed to another. I have my mission—I never may 

know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next   In these 

words, we find beautifully expressed the mystery of the 

dignity of every human person, and also the variety of gifts 

distributed by God”. As we celebrate the Feast of the 

Dedication of the Lateran, let us give thanks for the 

ministry of Pope Leo as he continues to promote Christian 

values, particularly in the important area of Catholic 

Education. Deacon Gerard 
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WEEKEND  MASS INTENTIONS 
Recently Deceased 

Sean Colgan, Carrickhill Rise 
Mary Smith, Carrickhill Rise 

 
Saturday 8st November – 6.30pm 
Mary Keogh, [A];  Seamus Agnew, [1st A]; 
Kay Murphy, [5th A]. 
 
Sunday, 9th November 
10.30am   Joe and Aileen Farrell, [Bth Rem]; 
 
12 noon 
Eileen Carr, [A]; Doreen Hyland, [A];  
Jack & Ellen Mitchell,[A]; Betty Donegan,[A] 

 

BURROW SINGERS & MUSICIANS 

Remember with love all deceased members of 
the Burrow Singrs and Musicians. 

Go raibh siad I measc Cór na n-Aingeal 

 

NOVEMBER 
ALTAR LIST 

OF THE DEAD 
November Altar List of the 
Dead envelopes  are 
available in the church and 
may be left in the Parish 
Office or in the church safe 

or given to one of the priests as soon as possible.  
 
NOVEMBER MONTH OF PRAYER FOR THE DEAD.  “The 
Church in its pilgrim  members, from the earliest days of 
the Christian religion, has honoured with great respect 
the memory of the dead, and ‘because it is a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may 
be loosed from their sins’, she offers her suffrage for 
them...Primarily the Holy Sacrifice of the Eucharist.. 
prayers for the dead...alms deeds, works of mercy and 
the application of indulgences to the souls of the 
faithful departed.” (Directory on Popular Piety and the 
Liturgy, 249 - 52) 

 

A MASS TO GRIEVE,TO REMEMBER, TO 

GIVE THANKS, AND TO HOPE 

Will be celebrated in St. Anne’s Parish Church on 
Thursday, 27th November 2025 at 7.30p.m. 

The Mass will remember the people belonging to 
our Parish who have died from  

September 2024/2025.  
We hope you will be able to join us.  Refreshments 
in the Parish Centre after the Mass.  The Mass can 
be viewed on www.portmarnockparish.ie 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

Sat. 1st November All Saints Day  
Common Fund -  €340      Share - €195 
Sun. 2nd November  All Souls Day 
Common Fund -  €1577      Share - €1035 

Sincere thanks for your support. 

 

CRAFT  FAIR 

Our very popular Craft Fair 
being held in the Parish Centre 
on Saturday, 15th and Sunday, 

16th from 10.30a.m. - 3.30pm.  Shop early for 
Christmas!  All Welcome 

 

Friday 14
th

 November is the Feast of 

our Diocesan Patron St. Laurence 

O’Toole   and also the 200th Anniversary of our 

Mother Church, St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  

Archbishop Farrell will celebrate Solemn Mass at 

12noon in the Pro-Cathedral.  All Welcome. 

 

 

http://www.portmarnockparish.ie/

